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The Kapooka Tragedy Memorial 



 

 

Passing Parade 

Bryan Albert Frederick Heal passed away on 16 January 2021 aged 81 years 

and 2 months. Bryan served in Vietnam from December 1966 to December 

1967 with Det 55 Advanced Engineer Stores Squadron. 

Lancelot Terence (Terry) Radford passed away on 13 March 2021 aged 93 

rears and 9 months. Terry served with 32 Small Ship Squadron making 3 trips 

to Vietnam between December 1968 and December 1969 on the AS3051 John 

Monash and 1 trip in September – October 1970 on the AV1354 Brudenell 

White. 

Trevor John Boaden passed away on 23 March 2021 aged 76 years and 6 

months. Trevor served in Vietnam from April 1970 to March 1971 with 17 

Construction Squadron and 1 Field Squadron. 

Graham Keith Cusack passed away on 28March 2021 aged 75 years and 7 

months. Graham served in Vietnam from November 1971 to October 1972 

with 21 Construction Squadron. 

Warren Hugh Johnson passed away on 30 March 2021 aged 76 years and 8 

months. Warren did 2 tours to Vietnam from April 1966 to February 1967 and 

March 1968 to January 1969, both with 17 Construction Squadron. 

David Bertram Kenneth Laughton passed away on 5 April 2021 aged 98 

years. David served in WW2 from 1941 to 1946 with 2/10 Field Company, a 

part of 8 Division 2 AIF.  

Robert Henderson Watt passed away on 12 April 2021 aged 96 years and 8 

months. Bob served with 4 Aust Field Regiment artillery during WW2. He 

joined the RAE in 1954 and served with 24 Construction Squadron in Brisbane 

before being posted to SME, where he retired in 1969. 

John William Scanlan passed away on 26 April 2021 aged 72 years and 2 

months. John served in Vietnam from February to October 1971 with 21 

Engineer Support Troop and was with 1 Field Squadron when the Unit returned 

home to Australia. 

James (Taipan) Truscott OAM passed away on 28 April 2021 aged 64 years 

and 11 months. Jim served with 1 Field Squadron and 1 Field Engineer 

Regiment before transferring to SASR and the Commandos. 

Anthony John (Tony) Harris (Williams) passed away on 8 May 2021 aged 

75 years and 11 months. Tony served in Vietnam from January to June 1968 

with 32 Small Ship Squadron on AV1356 Clive Steele. 

 



 

 

MAJGEN Peter Julian Day AO passed away on 8 May 2021 aged 85 years 

and 4 months. Peter served in Vietnam from July to December 1966 as Officer 

Commanding 17 Construction Squadron and with Head Quarters Australian 

Forces Vietnam until April 1967. 

John Townley (Pea) McGregor passed away on 26 May 2021 aged 75 years 

and 9 months. John served in Vietnam from January to June 1967 on AV 

Vernon Sturdee, from December 1967 to January 1968, February to March and 

October to November 1969 on AV John Monash. 

BRIG Michael George Holton passed away on 3 June 2021 aged 88 years and 

1 month. Michael served in Vietnam from June 1966 to June 1967 with 

Headquarters Australian Forces Vietnam. 

Late Notice - Leslie McIntosh (Geordie) Stephenson passed away on 17 

April 2019 aged 87 years and 4 months. Geordie served in Vietnam from May 

1966 to June 1967 with 21 Engineer Support Troop and 55 Engineer Works 

and Park Squadron. 

Late Notice – John Pes passed away on 23 June 2020 aged 66 years and 4 

months. John served in the Army Reserve with 13 Field Squadron. 

 

LEST WE FORGET 

 

 

 



 

 

MEET OUR MEMBERS 

Robert (Bob) Quin 

Bob was born in Cottesloe in October 1939 and has 1 sister and 3 

brothers. He attended Swanbourne Primary School, Fremantle Boys 

High School and then Denmark Agricultural College. 

Bob left school at 16 to work as a farm hand. He joined the army in 

1958 and served with 4 Field Troop until he took discharge in 1964. 

He served overseas in Malaya, Borneo and Thailand. 

On leaving the army, Bob worked as a milk vender and with 

Dalgety’s before being appointed manager of swimming pools in Moora and in Northam 

where he held the job for 15 years.  

Bob met Roslyn on the Indian Pacific train when he was travelling to Kapooka to begin his 

basic training. They married in 1960 and have 3 daughters and 1 son, 8 grandchildren and 1 

great grandchild. 

When he retired in 1995, Bob and Roslyn lived on a small farm in Northam and operated a 

pottery studio. In 2003 they moved to Walpole. He was also a Civil Celebrant. 

Both liked to travel with Bob attending many army reunions from 2003 to 2019. Bob 

suffered a stroke in 2015 which curtailed the amount of travelling they could do.  

Bob and Roslyn currently live in a retirement village in Mandurah. 

___________________________________________________________ 

 Wayne Loughrey 

Wayne was born in Glenhuntley, Melbourne, Victoria in 1947 and 

has 1 brother. He attended Eastwood Primary School and 

Ringwood High School. After leaving school, he headed north to 

the Riverina area of NSW to gain farming experience. 

He joined the CMF (ARes) in January 1964 until April 1975 and 

was called up for National Service in 1967 but because he was a 

serving member in the CMF, he was excused from NS service 

duties. Wayne served with 16 Fd Sqn, 8/13 VMR, 105 Const Sqn and 22 RVR. 

Whilst servicing in the CMF, he took full time employment in the agricultural business with 

Bayer Australia in Shepparton before moving to WA in 1985 and working with DuPont 

until he retired in 2013 

Wayne met Rosemary at a mutual friend’s wedding and 6 weeks later became engaged. 

They married in 1972 and have 2 daughters, 1 son and 7 grandchildren. 

Wayne is a long time committee member of the Kalamunda RSL sub-branch serving as 

President from 2013 – 2016. He is also a member of the South of Perth Yacht Club, was a 

Civil Marriage celebrant until 2019 and works part time as Pilot Escort escorting oversize 

vehicles around Australia. 

Wayne and Rosemary currently live in Lesmurdie. 



 

 

3CER on Exercise Thunder Strike 

 

Photos and Story courtesy of Army 

 

 

 



 

 

Early Australian History 

 

Lapel Pins 

There are still 20 lapel pins available so if you didn’t order a pin in the first 

round of offerings and would like to purchase one now, the cost is $5.00 and if 

postage is required, it will cost an extra $3.30. 

Contact Ian Johnston if you would like to purchase one of the remaining pins. 

The pin depicts a sapper and an explosive detection dog  in gold on a red disc. 



 

 

Waterloo Dinner 

This year, the Corps in WA will be holding the Waterloo Dinner a week later on Friday 

25th June so as not to clash with a 16 Battalion Battle Group training weekend which 

commences on Friday 18th and includes 13 Field Squadron’s participation. 

The Lone Setting 

This table is set in a place of honour to 

remember our mates who are still on patrol. 

It is set for one and is set with symbolism. 

This table is our way of recognizing the fact 

that members of our service are missing 

from our midst. We will not forget. 

They are commonly called KIA, WIA or 

MIA but we call them mates. They are 

unable to be with us today and so we 

remember them because of their sacrifice. 

Absent here, but never forgotten, they 

remain our brothers and sisters. 

The table is round to show that our 

concern for them never ends. 

The tablecloth is white, symbolising the purity of their response to our country’s 

call to arms. 

The empty chair depicts an unknown sole, representing no particular Soldier, but 

all who are not here with us. 

The Australian National Flag placed on the table is a symbol for which so many of 

our mates have fought and died 

The napkin is black, symbolising the emptiness left in the hearts of the families and 

friends left behind. 

The single red poppy on the table reminds us of the blood shed by our missing 

mates in defence of our country. 

The candle represents freedom. The light of the candle will guide us so we may 

execute our own duties in memory of our mates. 

The slice of lemon on the bread plate is to remind us of their bitter fate. There is 

also salt on the bread plate, symbolic of the families’ tears as they wait and grieve. 

The KFS set is unbroken, the dixies folded, and the cups canteen with folded 

handle in inverted because our mates cannot eat or toast with us tonight. 

We will remember them 

LEST WE FORGET 



 

 

2CER help with Operation NSW Flood Assist 



 

 

Cadet  Certificate Presentation 

Back on 16 March, the President, Ian Johnston visited the Australian Army 

Cadet Corps WA headquarters at Irwin Barracks, Karrakatta and presented 

Daniel Lawson with his scholarship certificate and award on his promotion to 

Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major for the year 2021. 

 

I don’t know what parents are feeding their kids when they are little as most 14 

– 17 year olds now tend to tower over me. I ended up with a stiff neck having 

to look up so high just to make eye contact with a 17 year old. 

 

 

 



 

 

Things Our Parents Taught Us Growing Up in 1950’s 

 

Website 

Our Website will be updated at the end of this month with more information 

and pictures from around the units. 

RAE Association Membership Fees 

The Association membership fees have been increased to $30, effective for the 

new financial year commencing 1 July 2021. If you have paid fees in advance 

for the next year or so, there will be no additional payment required for those 

pre-paid years. 

Next Meetings 

The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on Sunday 18 July at 

which time a new committee will be elected. 

The meeting will be held at the Osborne Park RSL commencing at 11.00am 

followed by a light meal provided by our catering staff along with a couple of 

beers or goffas to wash the meal down with. 



 

 

Visit to Pinjarra 

42 members, partners and mates gathered at Pinjarra for lunch and to visit the 

suspension bridge over the Murray River, built by 22 Const Sqn back in 1985. 

The bridge is being taken down and replaced by a similar design suspension 

bridge made out of modern materials to improve safety at both ends of the 

bridge. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


