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Passing Parade 

John Scorse passed away in early May 2018, aged 82 yrs. He served in 

Vietnam from January 1967 to January 1968 with the Australian Army 

Training Team Vietnam. For his service in Vietnam, John received a 

Commendation for Distinguished Service and was also Mentioned-in-

Dispatches. With the formation of 3 Field Engineer Regiment, he was the 

Unit’s first Regimental Sergeant Major. 

Graham Daunt passed away on 9 May 2018, aged 68yrs. He served in 

Vietnam from December 1969 to December 1970 with 55 Engineer Works & 

Parks Squadron. 

Rodney Armstrong passed away on 14 May 2018, aged 69 years. He served 

in Vietnam from June 1970 to June 1971 with 17 Const Sqn. 

Warren Edwards passed away on 17 May 2018, aged 72 years. He served in 

Vietnam from March to December 1968 with 17 Const Sqn as a part of the 

Land Clearing Team. 

Athol Busk passed away in June 2018, aged 85 years. He served in Vietnam 

from July 1969 to July 1970 with 1 Fd Sqn. 

Sick Parade  

Bob Horrocks was rushed to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital about 3 weeks ago 

by ambulance where he was kept in for 4 days, so staff could keep an eye on 

him and run some checks. After adjusting his medication, Bob is back home 

and all is well. 

Brian O’Toole has had a hip operation and is now recovering at home.  

Queen’s Birthday Honours 

Congratulation to the following Association members on their awards: 

BRUCE HUGHES on being awarded the Member (AM) of the Order of 

Australia. The award was for 

“Exceptional service to the Australian Army in the field of           

specialist military engineering between 2003 – 2017” 

NORMAN TATTERSHALL WELLS on being awarded the Medal (OAM) 

of the Order of Australia. The award was for  

“Service to veterans and their families, and to military history” 

This will cost you both a ‘round of beers’ at the Ryan Club. 



 

 

MEETING OUR MEMBERS 

    Roland (Roly) Daily 

Roly was born in Geraldton in 1937 and grew up in Northam 

and Perth. He has one sister. Roly attended Primary School in 

Northam and South Perth and then attended Junior Test High 

School in West Perth 

He left school at the age of 15 and started work with ES Wiggs 

& Co but left soon after to take up an apprenticeship with 

George Boucher as a plumber. 

As a 12-year-old, Roly joined the cadets and then in 1956 was 

called up for National Service joining 13 Fd Sqn. In March 

1959 he joined the regular army serving with 23 Const Sqn at Warradale, SA, 1 Fd Sqn 

Casula and 22 Const Sqn Karrakatta. 

He left the army in 1964 to join the WA Police Force serving 6 years before leaving to 

return to his trade as a plumber. He also re-joined 13 Fd Sqn. 

Roly met Maureen when he was 14 years old and they married in 1957 and lived in Osborne 

Park. They have 5 children plus 14 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 

Roly retired in 1996 to spend more time with family and to go caravanning and travelling 

overseas. Roly and Maureen now live at Settlers Lakeside Village, Ravenswood. 

 

 

 Andy (Joe) Betti 

Joe was born in Nannup in 1945 and grew up in Northcliffe. He 

has 2 sisters and a brother. 

 He left school in year 9 and started work at the local timber mill 

stacking timber. Joe jumped at the opportunity to do a crane 

drivers course. In 1965, the family moved to Donnybrook where 

he found work with the Preston Timber Company. 

Joe was called up for National Service in September 1965 and 

after recruit and initial employment training was posted to 22 Const Sqn and saw overseas 

service in Sabah, Borneo with the Unit. 

Joe took discharge in September 1967 and returned to Donnybrook to work on his cousin’s 

farm for 17 years and then in local government until he retired in 2009. 

Joe met Wendy in 1967 and they married in 1970. They have 2 daughters, 3 grandsons and 

2 granddaughters. 

Joe and Wendy still live in Donnybrook where they enjoy gardening, caravanning and 

bowling. They are also involved in the local Aged Care Community. 



 

 

Congratulations to Frank Mallard 

Article courtesy of RSLWA Listening Post 

Malayan Campaign & Indonesian Confrontation 

I received an email late last month from Sel Christie via John Jesser which in 

part read: - 

Staff and volunteers at the Australian War Memorial are currently researching, 

digitising and indexing records to create a searchable roll representing 

Malayan Emergency, Malay Peninsula and Indonesian Confrontation. 

The Roll will be due for release in June 2019. 

The Roll will include the names of all service personnel who served in those 

conflicts.  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

13 Field Squadron 

Sappers from 13 Fd Sqn and members of the RAE Association of WA gathered 

at the “Burswood on Swan” reception centre on the night of Friday 22nd June to 

commemorate the Waterloo Dinner. 

SSM WO2 Glen Donaldson was presented with his Certificate for 

“WARRANT” and Sgt Jeff Lawson was presented with the Australia Day 

Medallion.  

A total of 74 sat down for a splendid meals and wines, of which 20 were 

Association members. This was the best turnout of members for several years. 

A great time was had by all with a lot of storytelling, laughter and drinking 

after the dinner. I hear some carried on after the venue closed by going over to 

the casino. 

Then on Tuesday night 26th June, the Sqn celebrated its birthday in a low-key 

way with a few drinks after the nights training. 

1 Combat Engineer Regiment 

9 Fd Sqn was involved in the 1 Brigade Exercise “Predator’s Walk” which was 

run over the period 14 – 25 May in the Army training areas in the NT and SA. 

 

Photo courtesy of Army News 



 

 

Engineer Joke 

Some people say the glass is half full, other people say the glass is half empty 

An Engineer would say the glass is twice as big as it needs to be. 

 

NOTICES 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Association will be the Annual General Meeting to be 

held on Sunday 15 July. Meeting dates for the remainder of the year are 

Sunday 16 September and Sunday 25 November. 

Membership Fees 

Over the past few weeks the treasurer has been sending out membership 

renewal notices. It is requested that you pay your membership fees as quickly 

as possible. The methods of payment are shown on the renewal notice. 

Sausage Sizzle 

On Saturday 28th April, the Association held a sausage sizzle at Bunnings 

Malaga and raised $1,036.91 on the day. Thanks to all the members and 

helpers who volunteered a couple of hours of their time cooking and serving. 

Specially to Neville who had spent the past week or so ordering and 

purchasing all the food and other items required for the sausage sizzle. 

Our next sausage sizzle has been booked for Saturday 22nd September so mark 

the date in your diary, so you don’t make a double booking on that day when 

we are asking for volunteers to help.  

Change of Address 

If in the last 6 months, you have changed any of your contact details, could you 

let the President or Secretary know. It makes life easier if their membership list 

is up to date. Contact details for the President and Secretary are shown on the 

front page of the Purple Circle. 

 

 



 

 

Copies of the book “SAPPERS in the WEST” are still available 

through the Association by contacting the secretary Trevor Jones 

The book details the history of the Corps in Western Australia since the arrival 

of the first Sapper Company from England in 1851 to 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cost of the Book is $30.00 plus $10.00 postage 



 

 

 


