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Passing Parade 

Robert (Bob) Silk passed away in May 2018, aged 87 yrs. Bob served in 

Vietnam from May 1967 to April 1968 with 1 Field Squadron. Many will 

remember Bob at SME where he was an instructor for many years. 

Brian Smithson passed away in July 2018, aged 73 yrs. He was a National 

Serviceman and served in Vietnam from November 1966 to May 1967 with 55 

Advanced Engineers Stores Service. 

Allan (Blue) Rantall passed away on 29 July 2018, aged 73 yrs. He was a 

National Serviceman and served in Vietnam from October 1967 to July 1968 

with 1 Field Squadron. Blue signed up as a regular and served a total of 25 

years before taking discharge. He passed away while on holidays in Hervey 

Bay. 

Henry (Harry) New passed away on 10 September 2018, aged 102yrs. Harry 

enlisted at the beginning of WW2 in October 1939 and was discharged at the 

end of the war in October 1945. He was a member of the 2/2nd Field Company, 

6 Div. Harry received a Mentioned in Dispatches. 

Sick Parade 

Vance Bond had a visit to Hollywood Hospital where he underwent an 

operation for a triple by-pass and a collapsed lung. He spent some time in St 

John of God Rehab Hospital in Mt Lawley as he recovered. All is now well 

and Bondy is back home being cared for by his neighbours as he recuperates. 

Stuart (Kiwi) Fraser has not been feeling well and spent a couple of days in 

hospital but is home again and on the mend. 

Vernon Andrews got in touch with Peter Billington and informed him that 

he has lost the sight in one eye and is slowly losing the sight in his other eye. 

This loss of sight has severely restricted his movements. 

ANZAC House Bus Shelters 

Three members of 13 Fd Sqn have been 

involved in giving 2 bus shelters the ANZAC 

look. Working under the leadership of LCpl 

Andy Good, 3 Fd Sqn RNZE and supervision 

of Pete Ramsay. The bus shelters near ANZAC 

Cottage will have glass panels depicting scenes 

from Gallipoli and Vietnam when completed. 

The official opening is Sunday 21 October. 

Members are welcome to attend.   



 

 

 

2018 WATERLOO DINNER ADDRESS 

Excerpts from Brig Dave Wainwright’s address 

This is my first Waterloo Dinner as your Head of Corps and I would like to 

take this opportunity to provide you feedback and importantly reinforce your 

confidence that the Corps remains in good shape. I would appreciate your 

indulgence for a few minutes that affords suitable recognition of our Corps 

significant achievements, but equally as I have been advised by my many 

colleagues ensure that this remains in the spirit of “good Sappering” and in 

short, sharp and to the point. 

In my role as your Head of Corps I have personally been struck by the depth of 

talent and collegial spirit that exists across our diverse group of leaders – I 

believe that this may be something that we collectively should reflect upon. 

Arguably every achievement I could hope to attempt to adequately 

acknowledge tonight is directly related to the talent of the people, from Sapper 

to every trade to NCO, Troop Commander to SSM…. From CO and RSM to 

our Association Presidents, the efforts by many are simply remarkable. We are 

equally extremely lucky to be supported by a distinguished group of Sappers 

who conduct the duties of the honorary positions for the Corps. 

In preparing this speech, I thought it would be appropriate to focus on a key 

theme that I trust will resonate with each and every one of you. Perhaps this is 

best phrased as a question that you I trust will immediately associate with. 

What is it that we so passionately pride ourselves on being a Sapper? 

I would submit this is perhaps the very reason we all come together to dine 

tonight and pay our respects to a cause that we have strong affiliation. 

Is it the can-do culture, the willingness to bravely go forward and tackle the 

uncertain with confidence… Is it the ingenuity or perhaps more eloquently 

expressed no better that what we passionately refer to as sappernuity of our 

people! 

Is it that sense of reliability that our people and leaders inspire and create 

regardless of the hardship, or the imposed challenges? Is it simply the very 

values and traits of our people that range from rat cunning, to the ever 

resourceful committed professional, through to being that reliable mate in 

every team that we serve and that we all collectively admire and perhaps 

cherish? 

The one constant that I am confident resonates in all these views, is the 

centrality of our people – what we all know and proudly call a Sapper. I would 

ask that we never lose sight of this importance, particularly as we reflect on our 



 

 

proud heritage, acknowledge the achievements of today and continue to invest 

in our future. 

My thanks similarly to the outstanding efforts in the capability investment by 

Army that the Corps continues to enjoy ranging from Land 155 – Enhanced 

Gap Crossing Capability through to Improved Ribbon Bridge and BEPB, that 

is now being taught at SME, through to Land 8160 – Armoured Engineering, a 

capability of critical importance to the Corps. Our thanks go out to the many 

behind the scenes to achieve these important developments. 

We should note that further history will be made this year with new strong 

combined Arms links that includes the Intel Corps. On the 01 July 18 we will 

see the transition of Geospatial and Multi Media Engineers to the Intelligence 

Corps to align with the incremental evolution toward supporting the 

Intelligence Function. I would like to take the opportunity to wish all members 

who have taken up the offer to transfer to Intelligence Corps all the best for the 

future careers and thank them for the support they have given the Corps. 

In closing, my congratulation to our award recipients this year through to the 

continued distinguished promotions of Sappers at every Level. We are proud to 

serve with you. 

At last year’s Corps Conference, I asked our leadership team of COs’ and 

RSMs’ to help develop and foster a Corps Vision statement: I would like to 

close with reinforcing this Vision and suggest this has much merit, particularly 

as we welcome the breadth of new talent, energetic and can-do Sappers of our 

Corps. 

Sappers conduct the dangerous, dirty and demanding tasks that enable the 

Joint Force to live, move and fight. 

Our people form uniquely skilled, adaptive and prepared teams drawn from 

the total force. 

Investment in our people, equipment and emerging technology will enhance the 

Joint Force in a congested future operating environment. 

All the very best to you all. Good Sappering and Ubique 

 

Dave Wainwright, DSC Brigadier, Head of Corps, Royal Australian Engineers 

 

 

 



 

 

MEETING OUR MEMBERS 

     Colin Bufton 

Colin was born in Subiaco in 1945 and grew up in St James 

Park, Bentley. He has two brothers and a sister. 

He attended Primary School in Bentley and Kent Street High 

School in Kensington. 

Colin was 15 when he started work as an apprentice boiler 

maker/welder with Tomlinson Steel of Welshpool. 

Colin was called up for National Service and joined the Army in 

September 1965. He served with 22 Construction Squadron including a tour of duty to 

Borneo in 1966 before taking discharge in September 1967. 

On leaving the Army, Colin worked as a welder up the coast at Geraldton, Port Hedland, 

Kununurra, and Alice Springs where he spent 10 years driving cattle trucks, building trailers 

and modifying trucks. Then it was to Darwin, Karratha and the Burrup Peninsula working 

for Worsley on the LNG load out jetty. In 1989 he bought and ran Dardanup Engineering. 

Colin retired in 2000 but keeps busy rebuilding classic trucks and custom utes. He also 

enjoys travelling around Australia and prospecting. 

Colin met Erica in Perth in 1966 and they married in June 1968. They have 4 sons and 4 

grandchildren. They currently live in Dardanup. 

 

 

Brian Deering 

Brian was born in Subiaco in 1946 and has one sister. He grew up 

in and around West Leederville until the family moved to North 

Yunderup. 

He attended West Leederville Primary School and then attended 

Pinjarra High School. 

Brian was 15 when he started work with Scots Transport and 

Vehicle Maintenance, Mandurah. 

In August 1968, Brian joined the Army and served with 18 Field Squadron and 22 

Construction Squadron as a fitter engines and pumps and as a refrigeration mechanic. Whilst 

with 22 Const Sqn, he detached for 12 months to WA Survey Unit, Fremantle. On 

discharge, Brian had the rank of Corporal 

After leaving the Army in 1974, Brian worked for Alcoa Pinjarra and in 1980 moved to 

Exmouth and worked at the Navy Base for the US Navy and the Commonwealth as the 

transport supervisor until he retired in 2005. 

Brian married Wendy in 1970 and have 2 daughters and 4 grandchildren. They still live in 

Exmouth where they enjoy travelling, playing golf and fishing. 



 

 

13 Field Squadron 

13 Fd Sqn hosted the CO and RSM of 3 Combat Engineer Regiment from 

Townsville on the weekend 25-26 August. The Sqn invited the members of the 

Association to attend and 4 members turned up. 

Lt Col Jennifer Harris gave a one-on-one type presentation to begin with and 

welcomed questions on the present and future tasks. She noted the large 

investment occurring in the Corps in the form of bridging and Armoured 

Engineer support vehicles 

She raised the need for the whole Regiment, which 13 Fd Sqn is a part of, to be 

a ready status as on-going training to current levels of readiness and would 

require members of 13 Fd Sqn to journey to 3CER for specialist training with 

the Regiment. 

She also noted the level of trade capacity being reduced to a limited Troop 

capacity of tradesmen and plant operators thus limiting the sapper’s capacity 

and knowledge to provide specific accommodation needs to support the whole 

of Army needs. 

The Ryan Club held a Veterans Health Week event, sponsored by DVA, after 

training on Tuesday 25 September. The theme of the event was healthy eating 

and the wellbeing of the people. It highlighted the types of foods we should eat 

and the types we should avoid reducing the amounts of sugars and saturated 

fats intake in our diet which can cause health problems as we get older. 

The next visitors to the Unit will be the CO and RSM from SME. This visit is 

scheduled for some time in November and the Association has been invited to 

13 Fd Sqn to talk and mingle with the CO and RSM. Exact date and time are 

still to be advised by the School and will be sent out to all WA members when 

confirmed to the Association Committee. 

Other events occurring at 13 Fd Sqn in December will be a family day with 

BBQ lunch on Saturday 8th and the end of year presentation night on the 

following Tuesday 11th. Members of the Association have been issued an 

invitation by the Squadron to attend both events. 

Again, exact times are still to be finalised, but you will be advised in plenty of 

time if you would like to attend one or both events. If you would like to attend 

any of the events, let Ian Johnston know so he can put your name on the gate 

entry list. 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

Special Guests 

At the general meeting held on Sunday 16th September, Snr Const David Moorfield 

and Const Joe Blay from WA Police were invited guest speakers. 

They spoke on general security of houses and vehicles, awareness of opportunist 

theft in shopping centres and on the streets and the importance of putting wallets, 

purses and keys out of sight within the house explaining that most house break-in 

occur when these items are left in full view of a thief looking through a window. 

 They advised get to know your neighbours and advise them if you will be away 

from home and if affordable, install a security camera which can be used by police 

should a break-in occur to your house or to a neighbour’s house. 

During the meeting 1st Const Matt Wiltshire arrived with his Police Substance 

Detection Dog. He gave a brief outline of their role and pointed out that Dakota was 

a substance and contraband detection dog and not a tracking/attach dog. 

The main areas of work for substance detection dogs are at special events such as 

sports, concerts, transport terminals and shopping centres. The dogs are also called 

out when a search warrant has been issued to search a property where substances are 

suspected to be manufactured or trafficked. 

Our thanks to the WA Police in providing their time to speak to our members. 

Sausage Sizzle 

On Saturday 22nd September, the Association held a sausage sizzle at Bunnings 

Malaga and raised $1,437 on the day which was an excellent result.  

Thanks to all the members and helpers who volunteered a couple of hours of 

their time cooking and serving, specially to Russell McEntyre and Trevor 

Jones who did all the running around ordering and picking up all the supplies 

required on the day. 

 

The date for our next sausage sizzle is Saturday 16 March 2019. A reminder of 

this date will be published in the next edition of the Purple Circle. 



 

 

Article courtesy of VVAA Lismore 

So True 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOTICES 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Association will be a General Meeting to be held on 

Sunday 25 November. Dates of meetings in 2019 have not been decided yet as 

the committee is waiting for a copy of the 13 Brigade training program. 

When dates have been finalised, all members will be advised either by email, 

post or in the January Purple Circle. 

Membership Fees 

Membership fees were due on 1st July. Many of our members have been 

efficient and paid their fees already however there are some dragging the 

chain. If you are one of the tardy ones, you are requested to pay your 

membership fees as quickly as possible. The methods of payment are shown on 

the renewal notice. 

Website 

Our website was updated at the end of July. It may be viewed by googling -   

www.wasappers.com.au 

Change of Address 

If in the last 6 months, you have changed any of your contact details, could you 

let the President or Secretary know. It makes life easier if their membership list 

is up to date. Contact details for the President and Secretary are shown on the 

front page of the Purple Circle. 

Malayan Campaign & Indonesian Confrontation 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


