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Passing Parade 

Vernon George (Whitt) Tuskin passed away on 14 November 2018, aged 97 

years 8 months. Whitt served in the Middle East, Ceylon and PNG during 

WW2 from April 1941 to December 1945 with 2/8 Fd Coy. 

Michael George (Mick) Lee passed away 12 January 2019, aged 73 years 6 

months. Mick served with in Vietnam from September 1965 to March 1966 

with 3 Fd Tp. Mick grew up in South Perth but had been living in Bali for the 

last 18 years and suffered a massive stroke 2 days before his passing. 

Anthony John (Tony) Sutton passed away on 17 January 2019, aged 76 yrs 5 

months. Tony served in Vietnam from January to August 1967 with 21 Engr 

Spt Tp. He also served in Borneo from July to December 1965 with 24 Const 

Sqn. 

Paul (Glasgow) Harrison passed away suddenly on 29 January 2019, aged 52 

yrs. Paul was a Sapper in 13 Fd Sqn from 1985 to 1989. 

Francis George Taylor passed away on 30 January 2019, aged 99 years. 

Francis served in WW2 in New Guinea and Bougainville with 15 Fd Coy (3 

Div) 

Zygmont John (Ziggy) Gnoit passed away on 8 February 2019, aged 71 

years. Ziggy was born in Germany but loved Australia so much that he joined 

the RAE, he served in Vietnam from October 1970 to October 1971 with 2 Tp, 

1 Fd Sqn. 

Colin (Darcy) Darroch passed away on 12 February 2019, aged 72 years 6 

months. Darcy served in Vietnam from December 1967 to December 1968 

with 17 Const Sqn and again from August 1971 to January 1972 with 1 Fd 

Sqn. 

Kevin John Cashion passed away on 28 February 2019, aged 87 years 5 

months. Kevin served in Vietnam from April 1966 to April 1967 with 17 Const 

Sqn. 

Andrew Seymour (Andy) Toms passed away on 3 March 2019, aged 69 years 

3 months. Andy served in Vietnam from January 1970 to August 1971 with 17 

Const Sqn. 

Henry William Burton (Harry) Eustace passed away on 4 March 2019, aged 

73 years 6 months. Harry served in Vietnam from January to October 1971 

with 1 Fd Sqn. 

John Anthony Cross passed away on 16 March 2019, aged 71 years. John 

served in Vietnam from October 1970 to August 1971 with 1 Fd Sqn. 



 

 

John Simon (Snow) Wilson passed away on 28 March 2019, aged 77 years 

and 5 months. John served in Vietnam from January 1967 to July 1967 with 17 

Const Sqn and from July 1967 to December 1967 with 1 Fd Sqn. 

Kevin Willian Bosse passed away on 29 March 2019, aged 68 years. Kev was 

a 22nd Intake Army Apprentice carpenter and joiner. 

Sick Parade 

Our secretary, Trevor Jones has had another stint in hospital for more surgery 

to overcome a foot problem. He has been back home for a few weeks now and 

is getting around with the aid of a walking stick and a moonboot once again. 

Brian O’Toole is not travelling to well at the moment, he has been seeing a lot 

of doctors and specialists since Christmas to find out what is wrong with him, 

but they haven’t found the cause of his illness. 

New Life Members 
At our last general meeting, 2 of our members were introduced as new Association 

Life Members of the Association. Graham McKenzie-Smith and Lynne Reynolds 

were presented with their badges by the President. 

 

Graham has been a member of the Association for 11 years and a committee 

member for 10 of those 11 years. He is a military historian and is the author of the 

book “Engineers in the West” which took years of research as well as writing and 

organising the back room work in getting the book ready for publication and 

printing. 

 

Lynne has also been a member for 11 years and a committee member for 10 years. 

She is a quiet achiever, doing what must be done with no fuss. Of her own 

initiative, Lynne would purchase items for 30 food boxes each month and send 

them to the Sappers serving in Afghanistan. She is also a stalwart when it comes to 

fund raising helping run the raffle at our meetings and particularly when we run a 

sausage sizzle, where she not only does her own shift but stays to help on other 

shifts as well. Lynne is the daughter of WO2 Tommy Mills, plant WO at 22 Const 

Sqn and is our first lady life member. 

 

As shown on the front page, the Association now has an Honour Board to recognise 

our Life Members. The Board is the first visual display where all the Life Members 

are listed in order of recognition of service to the Association. Previously it meant a 

long search through the minute books. 

 



 

 

MEETING OUR MEMBERS 

Peter McMullan 

Peter was born in Accrington, Lancashire, England in 1954 

and completed all his schooling in England. He has two sisters. 

He left school at 16 and started work as an apprentice 

mechanical fitter with Michelin Tyres. Peter emigrated to 

Australia in April 1979 and found employment at the Cockatoo 

Dockyards, Sydney working on the Australian submarine fleet. 

When he moved to Perth, he worked with Skilled Engineering in recruitment and 

then in the safety/sign industry with Jason Signmakers working on mining, oil & gas 

projects until he retired in 2014. 

Peter joined the ARes in 1984 serving with 13 Fd Sqn and 5 Trg Gp, leaving in 1991. 

Peter met Beverley in 1987 at an Army Cadet camp in Northam and they married in 

1992. They have 2 children and currently live in Gooseberry Hill. 

He is in his final year doing a History Degree at Murdoch University with the hopes 

of doing Honours. He also volunteers at the West Australian Army Museum. 

 

 

Peter Bush 

Peter was born in Euroa, Victoria in 1955 and grew up in 

Victoria until 1960 when his family moved to WA. He has one 

sister (dec) and 2 brothers. 

Peter started school at Violet Town but on moving to WA 

completed year 1 at Salt River Primary School, then attended 

Albany Senior High School. 

After living and working on a farm as he grew up, his first 

paying job at the age of 15 was as a deck hand on an abalone boat. After 6 months, 

he returned to the land working as a shearing shed hand and then as a shearer. 

Peter joined the army in October 1974, his 19th birthday and served with 2 Fd Engr 

Regt, Enoggera until he was discharged on medical grounds in April 1979. 

After leaving the Army, he worked in a variety of jobs from farm worker, sheet metal 

worker, miner, bus driver, tour operator and bar manager to list a few. 

Peter met Kerry in 1980 at a mate’s birthday bash and they married in 1981 but 

unfortunately divorced in 1991. He has 3 sons, 1 step daughter and 8 grandchildren. 

Peter currently lives in Carnamah and enjoys riding his motorbike. 



 

 

History of 19 CE Works Book Launch 

 

Association Lunch at Ravenswood Hotel 

On Thursday 14th March, the Association, organised a get together lunch for 

Sappers living in and around Mandurah. A total of 25 people attended, 

travelling from as far away as York and Perth to attend. It was a very pleasant 

way to spend a couple of hours having a drink, a meal and chatting with old 

mate, some who have not seen each other for years and for others to meet for 

the first time. 

Those who attended were – Fred & Ann Abbott, Butch & Glenys Bradshaw, 

Terry & Veronica Cook, Stewart Holmes, Ian Johnston, Trevor Jones, Bob 

King, Richard McKenzie & Sheila Thomas, Lloyd Morey, Brian & Lorna 

O’Toole, Bill Roberts, Geoff & Margaret Simpson, Ron & Cathie Stark, Glyn 

Thomas, Kieran Thomas, Lofty Warren and Brian O’Toole’s sister Maree and 

her husband Jurgen. 

 

This was our 2nd venture out of the Perth CBD and both have been a success. 

Northam, York and Bunbury are possible destinations for lunches in the hopes 

of getting our country members together for a meal, a beer and a chat. 



 

 

Pictures from the Ravenswood Hotel Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

100 Years of Engineering 



 

 

ANZAC Day 

This year the Dawn Service is once again being organised and run by 13 Fd 

Sqn with input from the Association. Everyone should have received an email 

regarding timings for the gate opening hours and for the Dawn Service. 

A reminder that if you and friends are going to attend and have not put your 

names in for a gate pass, please do so urgently. Names to Ian Johnston. 

Waterloo Dinner 

I have been advised by the Ryan Club committee that the Waterloo Dinner will 

be held on Friday 28th June and will be at the Burswood on Swan Reception 

Centre again this year. 

13 Field Squadron News 

13 Fd Sqn had a very active 2018 with the Unit focusing on a watermanship 

weekend on Wellington Dam, demolitions at Bindoon, search exercises and 

obstacle construction, as well as an advanced tree felling course. 

The Sqn also provided 5 members to Transit Security Element for Op 

Resolute, as well as members to Rifle Company Butterworth in Malaya. 

Sprs Tim Lowndes and Malcom Stewart CSM, deployed to the Army 

Aboriginal Community Assistance Programme. Other members provided 

support to numerous activities and courses throughout Australia including 

SME and 8 Bde. 

In 2019, training will concentrate on improving Sapper skills. One area of 

training will be non-equipment bridging and advanced training in 

watermanship and search techniques. Links with 3CER will be continued with 

sappers on exchange for training exercises and courses between units. 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

On Saturday, 16th March, the Association ran a sausage sizzle at Bunnings, 

Malaga and raised $938.65. 

Thank you to Trevor Jones and Russell McEntyre for organising and picking 

up all the food and other items required to up on a sausage sizzle and to all the 

volunteers who came along and worked 2 or 3 hour shifts to cook and serve 

customers on the day. 

Our next sausage sizzle will be on Saturday 19th October, so put this in your 

diaries as the organisers will be out looking for volunteers again 

 



 

 

Blast from the Past 

While sorting through some old photos from Mick Ryan, the Editor came 

across this in the local Manjimup newspaper. The Unit SSM WO2 Glen 

Donaldson put the year as 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Laughs 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Association will be a General Meeting to be held on 

Sunday 14 April (ANZAC meeting). The following general meeting is Sunday 

26 May. A date for our AGM, to be held in July, has not been set yet as we are 

waiting for 13 Brigade /16 Battle Group to set their training programme for the 

coming July to December period. 

Contact Details 

There are still cases of members changing their contact detail without letting 

the Secretary or the President know. The Secretary is the custodians of our 

membership contact register and it is helpful if he are kept up to date with any 

contact changes so the register can be updated when changes occur. 

Keeping an up to date register is a requirement under the rules of the WA 

Government’s Associations Incorporation Act 2015. 

Website 

Our website was updated in January and the site may be viewed by googling -  

www.wasappers.com.au 
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